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VETERINARY CARE
FOR A MOST
MAJESTIC ANIMAL

BY LILY LAVENDER WOLF

Did you know that there is a breed of
pig that can fit in your palm? Well, as
strange as that sounds, there is a
species that is a mere 10-inches tall
and this is the Pygmy Hog. The tiny
animal sadly is critically endangered as it is losing its habitat.
However, there is a ray of hope now as
Aaranyak, an environment and conservation organization has stepped in
to help. Their mission is to protect the
Eastern
Himalayan
biodiversity
hotspots using legal and policy
research for biodiversity management.
Aaranyak has helped ensure that the
numbers of the pygmy hog are rising.
With expert environmental scientists,
researchers, legal advisors, community
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Dr. Sarma wrote: A kiss to darling Vishnupriya

On behalf of Wildlife Watch, I was privileged to conduct an e-mail interview
with the famous and beloved doctor, Dr. Kushal Konwar Sarma. Here’s what
I learned:
The language of elephants. It is an intuitive one, relying on a sort of sixth
sense and empathy. Animals are largely emotional, hiding nothing, and anthropomorphic feelings are often rightfully attributed to the beautiful beings. They all
have specific personalities, as we know humans do, and it shows that you do not
need to be of a singular species to relate to your fellow person. After all, with
their own personas, I believe that animals are people, too.
Dr. Kushal Konwar Sarma is the beloved doctor who has presided over
the healing of thousands of elephants in India’s wildlife community. He
bonds with each elephant as a dear friend, reportedly beginning with
Laxmi, an elephant his family cared for since the start of his life. BBC
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Hindi’s Dilip Kumar Sharma writes in an article that at
age seven, Dr. Sarma would ride Laxmi around his home village.
When I asked Dr. Sarma if Laxmi was the inspiration
behind his lifelong care for elephants, he responded,
“Laxmi was deeply imprinted in a hidden chamber of
my mind, but subconsciously. This took me about 20
years to realize, when I could see a vivid image of
my beloved friend in each elephant that I handled as
a doctor.” As Sharma writes, “This love and bond with elephants has cemented his career as the go-to doctor in the
state.”
Just how deep does Dr. Sarma’s appreciation of these
mighty beings go? Having spent not just his career as a veterinarian, but his life growing up in the village Barma in
India’s northeastern state of Assam, his connection to elephants runs strong. Of elephants, Dr. Sarma writes, “Most
of them are majestic, friendly, benevolent and tolerant. People will do good to know that this iconic
species has lots of similarities and bonding with
humans. [They] can communicate with lots of infrasonic or sonic signals, [they] like songs, rhythms,
and also like to dance and can appreciate paintings.”
He speaks of elephants indulging in the arts and joys of life
as much as we as humans do.
When it comes to the healing work he does as a doctor, I
asked what specifically he’s called to do, and he mentioned
a wide range of tasks from trimming tusks, sewing up lacerated wounds, giving injections, keeping the elephants
calm from the pain of these shots, and recommending medications when appropriate. He said, “I organize preemptive health camps in forest departmental elephant
camps; there are elephants numbering 30-60 in
each of five parks in Assam, and many places across
the country, primarily engaged in anti-poaching
patrols. I touch and talk to them, offer some sweet
treats. They recognize me as a friend.”
I also asked what the greatest threats to elephants might

be. While the BBC article details monsoon season and the
flooding that threatens the lives of elephants, I assumed
that hunting and poaching would be among the top threats,
but Dr. Sarma said, “The uncontrolled human population growth is the main threat to the existence of
elephants, in Asia in general and India in particular.
Hunting is a threat, but not the greatest threat in
this part of the country. Albeit, some elephants are
hunted by the tribesmen for bush meat; tuskers are
still hunted for ivory. Fortunately, larger number of
the bulls in this region are makhanas (tusk-less
bulls), and thus do not interest the ivory hunters.”
He reports that Indian Wildlife Protection Acts are good,
but need to continue to ensure the security of elephants’
natural habitats and keep humans from encroaching upon
their territory as population growth rapidly rises: “The
growing human population needs space and tries to
push itself into the protected areas, depriving the
wild animals from their legitimate habitat.” According
to www.worldometers.info, India is second in the world
in terms of population by country, currently accounting for
17.7% of the world’s population. [Please visit that amazing
website.]
So, with the heightened human population threatening
the lives of elephants, what is there for us to do in order to
help them? I was happy to hear that poaching is less of an
issue than it used to be, or than I had originally assumed.
Clearly, humans need to stop expanding into these natural
areas and leave them to the wonderful wildlife that inhabit
them.
When I asked if Dr. Sarma passes his immense knowledge
onto other doctors, he responded, “I will die most
unhappy if I have to carry all my knowledge, skills,
and wisdom on elephantology to my grave. I have
been training vets and most of the present-day elephant vets of India are either trained by me or must
have consulted me on some issues on elephants.” He
keeps his phone on 24/7 in order to cater to the questions
others may have about rehabilitation or to visit elephants in
need on-site.
Dr. Sarma’s daughter, Nina, has also completed a
degree in veterinary science and
assists him with
his work. He is
excited to see her
enter his own line
of work and save
even more elephants.
My personal joy in
being able to interview the good doctor
was due to my own
love for elephants. Nina, Dr. Sarma’s daughter, with her
As a child, I read patient

Dr. Sarma with Bijili Prasad, the oldest living elephant at 86
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workers and educators, Aaranyak’s primary aim is to devise
a management plan for the tall, wet, sub-Himalayan grasslands that are linked to the survival of many endangered
species like the pygmy hog. And they have received a grant
from The Habitats Trust, an organization that has collaborated with reliable partners for the conservation of several
endangered, and lesser-known species through projects
across India.

Trisha Ghose, Project Director, The Habitats Trust

Photo is courtesy of Aaryanak

Trisha Ghose, Project Director of The Habitats
Trust says, “we have partnered with Aaranyak in
Assam to conserve the Pygmy Hog by securing and
recovering grassland habitats in Manas National
Park, the last stronghold of this critically endangered
species.” The Habitats Trust Grants have provided a
platform for conservationists from remote corners of
India, working in diverse landscapes and with varied
species, to come together and be part of a network
of like-minded people who endeavor to secure a
future for our natural habitats and indigenous
species.”
A COLLABORATIVE EFFORT
For some historical perspective and an understanding of
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the roles of the organization, the Durrell Wildlife
Conservation Trust has been involved with the conservation of the pygmy hog since 1971. It’s this organization
that initiated the partnership program in 1995 to save the
pygmy hog and its sub-Himalayan grassland habitat.
Aaranyak joined the partnership in the beginning of 2018
and is involved in the activity of the Pygmy Hog
Conservation Programme (PHCP) through the
Threatened Species Recovery Program of the organization.
Conservation breeding of pygmy hogs is a key activity of
PHCP. Some governmental entities involved are the Forest
Department, Government of Assam and the Ministry
of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, and the
government of India.
BOOSTING NUMBERS OF PYGMY HOGS
“The conservation work has ensured that the numbers of the pygmy hog are seeing an upward trajectory. From 1996 to 2019, 165 litters with 644 babies have been
born and about 418 (65%) of them have survived beyond the
age of three months. These hogs are taught to survive independently at a pre-release facility. The released hogs are then
monitored using field signs (nests, forage marks, footprints
and droppings), and camera traps and radio-telemetry. A
camera trap study at RG Orang NP and sign survey revealed
that reintroducing the population has helped in breeding and
expanding the population of the pygmy hogs. Surveys are
being carried out to identify and restore other protected grasslands in the sub-Himalayan region for reintroduction,” says Dr.
Parag Deka, Project Director, PHCP, Durrell Wildlife
Conservation Trust. PHCP also conducts grassland research
to find out how best to manage these habitats, as well as
working with local communities and frontline protection staff
for the proper conservation of threatened grasslands, the
home of the pygmy hogs.
COVID-19 CHANGES PLANS
From mid-February to mid-April, the team usually conducts the seasonal field sign survey of the pygmy hog. This
year they have conducted the sign survey in 70% area of
pygmy hog habitat in Manas and abandoned the survey in
the rest of the area due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Dr.
Deka reports, “At the beginning of the lockdown,
the Chief Wildlife Warden of Assam declared our
work related to captive animals as an essential service. This helps us with the movement of our vets in
both the sites. Usually our animal keepers live inside
the campus so captive management of hogs has not
been affected in both the sites. However, we have
not been able to buy raw food for Basistha Centre as
all fruit and vegetable markets are closed in
Guwahati. So, we contacted the Guwahati Zoo, and
they sent food for our hogs through their feed suppliers. We had enough stores for our dry food. The
local grocery shop who usually supplies dry food for
the hogs, himself drove to our center and dropped
food for us. In fact, this helped the villagers as well,
as the local markets that they sold their produce
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THE WESTERN LARCH:
A DECIDUOUS CONIFER

Anyone growing up in Washington
would surely have heard it referred to
by its nickname, “The Evergreen
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National Geographic books about how
elephants experience emotions usually
only attributed to humans, and I’ve
wanted to learn more and even someday meet elephants. When I told that
to Dr. Sarma, he wrote: “[Elephants]
are very emotional creatures; you

AND

State.” But not all of the conifers coating the forested mountainsides are
“ever” green. A few species of coniferous trees actually turn a brilliant
color and shed their needles each fall,
only to return to their green phase in
the spring and summer.
Western Larches and their alpine
cousins, the tamarack, can be found
in extreme northern Washington,
across Idaho and Montana to the
Rockies and up into British Columbia
and Alberta, Canada. Some are even
found in suitable (usually cold and
shady) habitats in the Arctic.
The larch forest zone is home to
some distinctive animal species,
including snowshoe hare, lynx, timber
wolf and woodland caribou; gray jay,
mountain chickadee and the Clark's
nutcracker (pictured here), all of
whom thrive in some of the harshest
climates the planet has to offer.

can see vivid expressions of joy
when siblings meet after a long
time, they bellow loudly for up to
an hour ignoring everything else;
elephant squeaks, trumpets, low
or high rumbles, and so many
other kind of vocalizations to
express different emotions.”
I also asked if a claim were true that
elephants could experience grief and
desire. “I have seen silent
condolences over a dead
relative, I see them sniffing and kissing friends
and
relatives.
[They
have] reactions over sexual advances, physical
expressions of dominance and subordinations; very interesting
indeed.” Dr. Sarma’s words
have only further enhanced
my admiration and desire to
spend time with elephants.
So, thank you, Dr.
Sarma, for the gallant
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During the winter, after larches
have lost their orange needles, they
may appear to be standing dead
snags. But each spring these unique
conifers again sprout new, light green
needles, which turn a darker shade of
green as the days grow longer and
their short growing season begins
again in earnest.
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and important work you do for
one of the most beautiful and
stately creatures of the florid animal kingdom. I am grateful to you
for our interview, and your work
is uplifting and inspiring to all.
And, without even a second
guess, I am certain every elephant Dr. Sarma has touched is
grateful as well.
If you would like to read Dilip Kumar
Sharma’s article, “The Indian Doctor
Taking Care of Thousands of
Elephants,” on BBC Hindi, the link is
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-54610762 .

-----------------------Lily Lavender Wolf is a writer and
avid lover of nature and animals. She
hails from Manhattan but has lived
upstate New York in the beautiful
Hudson Valley, where she spends time
in the mountains.
She studies
Environmental Psychology at the State
University in New York (SUNY), New
Paltz campus.

A CROW I USED TO KNOW
swoop
up
f o o d
dropped at
my
feet.
The crow
began to
not
only
know my
feeding
times, but
demand
for them to
come sooner! He would appear as
early as an hour beforehand, and follow me from tree to tree around the
property, screeching and flapping
until I eventually caved and tossed
something his way. It grew to the
point where I had to hide my birdfeeding habits from my employers the crow spotted me through a window and began screaming directly
outside the building for an extended
period until I tossed some food out
the back door in an urgent attempt to
silence him. No, it wasn’t random,
in my case, the crow only begged
for food from me, regardless of

www.unsplash.com photo by Valentin Petkov

One of my most unforgettable jobs
(as well as one of my first) was working at a farm that hosted events for
kids. As an assistant manager, I handled events and safety along with
many of the animal caretaking
responsibilities. This meant that, on
my shifts, I fed most of the animals at
roughly the same time – and as I
loved them all - I often brought
treats. My schedule was predictable
enough that the farm animals
became excited around feeding time.
I started to notice that a wild bird
friend had the same reaction. On the
farm, there were many birds who
found shelter and scraps - sparrows,
swallows, hawks, cowbirds. There
were also many crows. When I saw
the birds dive down to pick for scraps,
I’d toss them a handful of chicken
scratch or some fruit. One crow
learned this routine, and began to
show up for scheduled feedings. At
first, he was anxious and refused to
come close, cawing demandingly
from nearby trees. He continued to
come closer, until he’d dive and

BY PATRICK KUKLINSKI
who was around at feeding time.
This behavior was surprising, but
also not unheard of - crows have
demonstrated extreme animal intelligence, and are quite good at solving
puzzles and problems, so simply
remembering an approximate time
and associating it with food was no
big deal for my corvid friend.
Crows have strong memories and
object association, as demonstrated
by studies showing crows can
remember human faces for years on
end. To read more about this delightful bird, see Nijhuis, Michelle’s “Friend
or Foe? Crows Never Forget a Face, It
Seems.” The New York Times, 26
Aug. 2008,
.
Also see, “New Caledonian Crows Can
Make Tools from Memory.”
www.zmescience.com/ecology/animals-ecology/crows-make-tool-memory-432/.
-----------------------Patrick Kuklinski is a published
nature writer and bird fanatic currently residing in New Hampshire while he
works towards a Bachelor’s in
Zoology.
www.nytimes.com/2008/08/26/science/26crow.html

GREEN HERONS
PHOTO

AND TEXT COURTESY OF

BARRY KENT MACKAY

Barry writes:
My oil painting shows an adult Green Heron
(Butorides virescens) with a nestling who has left the
nest a little early, as often happens with herons.
This crow-sized heron is reasonably common, but
often overlooked by non-birders, and compared with
other heron species, can be rather solitary, and more
active at dusk or dawn or nocturnally, as a rule, than during daylight. They like wooded areas, often nesting near
the ground in thick foliage, such as Eastern (Northern)
White Cedar (Thuja occidentalis). They are also, in
common with other herons, shape-changers, in that they
can have their neck folded in close to the body, as I’ve
shown in my painting, or stretch it out far enough to
make up about half the body length, or have it partly
folded in between. In flight it is held folded in.
Green Herons have achieved recognition as one of a
growing list of non-human animals that can be called “tool Oil painting by Barry Kent MacKay.
users”. These herons have been observed and photographed carrying food to where it can be dropped into water to lure fish into striking distance. Small fish, reptiles,
amphibians and large aquatic insects do make up the bulk of their natural prey, although any small animal will do.
For a treat and more information about the Green Heron, please visit Barry’s website: http://www.barrykentmackay.ca/
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R.O.C.K. -

Rehabbers Offer Care and Kindness
The Wildlife Watch Hotline – 877-WILDHELP
receives hundreds of calls every year from across the
country, and a few from Canada. Police departments,
conservation agencies, SPCAs, veterinary offices, and federal, state, and municipal offices have referred callers to

Wildlife Watch for help.
Your contribution to Wildlife Watch will help us
to expand our volunteer service by allowing us to
cover phones 24/7 and update our lists as new
wildlife rehabilitators come on the scene.

FRIENDS OF THE FEATHERED AND FURRY WILDLIFE CENTER
Missy Runyan is an amazing wildlife rehabilitator in
Greene County, NY.
Wildlife Watch called her the other day about
lead’s impact on wildlife as lead is still legal in NY for
hunting and fishing in spite of the fact that lead
shot, bullets, and sinkers have a devastating effect
on wildlife.
Missy asked if I’d seen her latest Facebook page, and I
hadn’t, but I immediately went to it. You should, too!
https://www.facebook.com/fffwildlifecenter. WOW! It’s one
thing to hear about lead’s impact on raptors, including
eagles, and another to see what a wildlife rehabber sees as

A DARLING STARLING
gently hold till I could get her to a
rehabber. Making matters more hectic
was that my dog was in the back seat,
but fortunately seemed unaware of the
drama (and trauma from the bird’s perspective).
Peter Corey came to the rescue and
we met for the first time. He was the
perfect person to help, for in addition
to being a wildlife rehabilitator, Peter is
also a vet tech. He checked the bird
and discovered that his wings were
fine, but he did not have a foot!! It
certainly wasn’t congenital or he
wouldn’t have survived at all. I tried to
find someone who specialized in prosthesis without success. Peter and I

THE SAD OFFICIAL STATUS OF STARLINGS
Starlings are killed in large numbers by the Dept.
of Agriculture through the Wildlife Services division.
They are so beautiful that it’s unfathomable. This
nightmarish division of the USDA has clearly stated
the following:
“Small populations of starlings have become established in the south-east of WA. These birds are subject to continual control work … to achieve the
eventual eradication of starlings from WA.”
They are killed by the thousands with poisons.
If you believe this should stop, please let
us know: wildwatch@verizon.net
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Peter Corey is a wonderful wildlife
rehabilitator in Ulster County, NY.
He is one of Wildlife Watch’s “go to”
rehabilitators whenever we have calls
from the SUNY New Paltz campus. The
students are so sympathetic to wildlife.
Many of our local calls come from the
campus, mainly in the spring and summer when babies arrive.
In September I came across a beautiful starling who was desperately trying to get out of an EZ-pass lane that I
was entering. She clearly couldn’t take
off, though she was hopping and fluttering her wings. I stopped my car,
picked her up, jumped back into my
car, turned her over to my husband to

the birds succumb to the toxicity.
The video of Clinton, the eagle, incapacitated and shaking
from lead poisoning is agonizing to watch. If it’s hard for
you to view, just imagine what he’s going through!
Missy has been doing her best to help his recovery, and
reports with some optimism that he has crossed a threshold
and now stands a shot (sorry) at getting back to normal life.
To follow his progress, please stay in touch with Friends of
the Feathered and Furry Wildlife Center’s Facebook
page.
If you would like to see lead bullets, shot, and sinkers,
made illegal in NYS, please let us hear from you.

Peter Corey examining our starling

wanted to give the starling a chance to
see if he could compensate with his
other foot, but sadly his other leg grew
just weaker from trying to bear the
weight. That affected his ability to fly,
and the decision had to be made to
humanely euthanize. While we agonize
over the plight of one starling, we need
to stay mindful of the plight of starlings
in general, which you will see here.
A.M.

(pineapples, coconut, sweet potato, sugarcane,
banana, tapioca) were closed. We would pay cash
immediately on receiving the produce.
ANOTHER TERRIFYING THREAT
On a sad and frightening note, the outbreak of African
Swine Fever (ASF) in Assam from the latter part of April —
that has no treatment or vaccine — is a new challenge, and
the team has upgraded their biosecurity to level 3 (the maximum possible level). Nevertheless, the work being done by
Aaranyak is certainly worthwhile even as the world battles
the raging pandemic.
Ensuring biodiversity by enabling the survival of
little known (and often uncared about) species is
what will aid in reclaiming a healthy future for all.
-----------------------Bindu Gopal Rao is a freelance writer and photographer
based in Bengaluru. She has a special interest in the environment. She likes bird watching and looking for local and
unusual angles in any destination. You can follow her on
Instagram @bindugopalrao and see her work on
www.bindugopalrao.com
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Food brought by villagers to the sanctuary.

is published quarterly by Wildlife
Watch Inc., a 501(c)3 Corp.
P.O. Box 562, New Paltz, NY 12561
Phone: 845-256-1400,
e-mail: wildwatch@verizon.net
Website: www.wildwatch.org
Anne Muller, Editor
We welcome letters/articles/photos
for consideration.
Contributions are tax-deductible.

WILDLIFE WATCH
NEEDS YOU!
Wildlife Watch needs your help more
than ever to continue providing our vital
wildlife hotline service to the public. We
receive calls from across the country, and
occasionally from Canada, from people
needing help with injured and orphaned
wildlife. Our easy to remember number
877WILDHELP is recommended by veterinary offices, SPCAs, and law enforcement agencies. Additionally, we publish
the Wildlife Watch Binocular to
inform the public about environmental
impacts on wild animals, to highlight
people who help them, to promote
wildlife watching, and to engender
understanding that all animals are individuals deserving of kinder treatment.

Will you help our work?

YES

EYE ON THE NEWS

GERALD THE WILD TURKEY
ARTICLE

ABOUT

GERALD

FIRST APPEARED ON

CNN.

Gerald was described as an
“aggressive turkey” (forget
what people are to turkeys)
who was “terrorizing” a
neighborhood as he “rampaged” through a park in
Oakland, CA. Finally, the
park was closed to people, but
folks continued to visit it anyway, especially to see Gerald!
After 50 calls reporting GERALD in a container after his capture
Gerald’s bad behavior to the
city authorities, who wanted to do the right thing for both Gerald and park visitors, there were concerning plans that verged on the unimaginable – to euthanize (kill) Gerald! They didn’t want to, but they just didn’t know about alternatives. When that plan became known to the public, there was a huge outcry. So, to the credit of Oakland citizens, and the City authorities who wanted to spare Gerald, they searched for a nonlethal solution to deal with Gerald’s
personality defects. They called in wildlife experts from Wildlife
Emergency Services www.wildlifeservices.org .
Rebecca Dmytryk, Director of Wildlife Emergency Services, and her
husband, Duane Titus, arrived on the scene with blueberries and a net gun,
but then another turkey trotted over with her babies for the blueberries, thus
foiling the attempt to capture Gerald.
Finally, Rebecca lured Gerald by pretending to be injured and curling up in
a ball to look small. Emboldened by her behavior, Gerald got close enough
for Rebecca to quickly wrapped her arms around him from the back in a light
bear hug. She explained that you never put pressure on the chest as it can cut
off their breathing. Gerald was then taken to his new home.
Wildlife Watch followed up by contacting Rebecca, and, yes, we were
assured that Gerald did NOT go to a place where he could be hunted!

Photo courtesy of Wildife Emergency Services
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Wildlife Watch
PO Box 562,
New Paltz, NY 12561

To help our work,
please donate here.

Let’s Go Wildlife Watching

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK

www.wildwatch.org/join/contrib.htm

9 Contribute by phone with a
credit card. 845-256-1400
9 Contribute by mail:
Wildlife Watch, P.O. Box
562, New Paltz, NY 12561

Bob Greenough, is Wildlife
Watch’s desktop publisher. He and
his wife are avid hikers and have
travelled to beautiful places for years.
When I asked his recommendation
for a place to let our readers know
about, he immediately said “Glacier
National Park in Montana.” He said it
was one of the best hiking experiences they’ve ever had. Bob took
many photos that I wish I could
share with you, but the one here was
the most striking. You can see how
thick a mountain goat’s winter coat
is. This mountain goat is shedding
as the weather warms up. She must
feel the way we do when we put our
winter coats away in the spring. Also,
you can see the adorable youngster
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called a “kid.” Sound familiar? A
female is called a “nanny” and a male
is called a “billy.” But to the kid, it’s
mom and dad, thank you!
Not only is the wildlife awesome,
but the views are breathtaking.
How’s this? But be careful!

Photo National Park Service (NPS)

Wildlife Watch maintains
current lists of wildlife
rehabilitators around the
country. Our hotline helps
us to help hundreds of people and animals annually.
Please help us by becoming a
Wildlife Watch member for
$25 annually and please
make an additional contribution for the R.O.C.K. Project
that will be put into a fund
and used to help a rehabber
help wild animals. R.O.C.K.
Project funds will be distributed at our discretion up to
the amount available.
You can contribute by PayPal
by clicking here

Photo courtesy of Robert Greenough (our desktop publisher)

NEED HELP FOR
INJURED OR
ORPHANED WILDLIFE?
CALL THE WILDLIFE
WATCH HOTLINE!
1-877-WILDHEL(P)
(1-877-945-3435)

