Books for Children:
FREEDOM FOR FREDDIE
by Sharon L. James
Sharon dedicated her first
book to her first granddaughter,
Brooke, and to her former pet
turtle, Freddie.
Sharon found Freddie sixteen
years ago crossing a road with his
“brother.” He was about the size
of a quarter. Sharon got off of her
motorcycle to move the babies
to the other side of the road, but
then thought her daughter would
like to have them as pets. She took
them home and Freddie’s
brother died the following day. Poor
Freddie spent the next 12 years
alone in his tank. Sharon thought
she was doing Freddie a favor by
keeping him in a tank with all the
enrichment that pet stores had
to offer. Four years ago, she began
to realize that she had really
deprived Freddie of a full, rich life
for years.
It’s Sharon’s wish that her
book will teach kids (and adults) to
leave wild animals in their own
habitat.
Sharon had her revelation
when she moved to her lakeside
house. As she rowed out on the
lake, she discovered many turtles
basking in the sun, and she
compared their lives to his, and
decided that Freddie should join
them. After careful consideration of
the weather and location, she
placed Freddie in the chosen spot, a
shallow part of the lake. Saying
goodbye was painful, but then
Freddie started swimming and
diving, and surfaced once with his
hands in the air as if he thought
to say “Good-bye.”
Sharon visited Freddie daily
that summer. At first, when Sharon
rowed out to the area where she
had placed Freddie into the lake, she
would call his name and rattle
the container with the little sticks
that Freddie used to be fed in
confinement.
He heard her and
would make himself known by
following her boat and putting up his
little hand to say, “It’s me.”
After several weeks, Freddie stopped
greeting
her,
but
Sharon
believed he was there and fully
acclimated
to
his
new
surroundings. Freddie could now
get his own food, make his own
friends, and have a wide assortment
of interesting rocks, branches,
vegetation, and other critters to
keep his mind occupied.
If you ever want to visit
Freddie, he now lives in a lake in
Wallkill, NY with other turtles.
Perhaps if you contact Sharon, she’ll
row you out for a visit.
Illustrated by Sonia Desilets.
The book may be ordered by visiting
www.xlibris.com/bookstore or calling 888-795-4274 ext. 7879.

