The

Wildlife
Watch

Binocular
PO Box 562, New Paltz, NY 12561

Fall 2010/Winter 2011

© 2010/2011 by Wildlife Watch, Inc. All rights reserved.

WHOLESALE THEFT OF EGGS COULD LEAD
TO SEA TURTLE EXTINCTION

BY E.M. FAY

In a world full of war, poverty, and
daily examples of man’s inhumanity to
man, it may be difficult for us to focus
on the suffering of other species.
Human hardship is evident on so many
fronts, be it starvation, disease, genocide, or “natural” disasters. One’s heart
goes out to fellow beings in extreme
distress; and the relatively well-off
among us often make efforts to alleviate what we can, whether by donations
to charities or, in some cases, by direct
action such as joining the Peace Corps
and other worthwhile groups.
Misery is not limited to mankind,
however. All living beings are subject
to the whims of nature, and sadly,
many are also vulnerable to the cruel
or unthinking actions of people. If
those of us who care about the welfare
of wildlife take the trouble to inform
ourselves, we can take action to save
many innocent animal individuals from
unnecessary anguish.
One such case which needs immediate attention is the taking of sea turtle
eggs in Costa Rica, a crime against
nature which threatens to cause the
extinction of this species in the very
near future.

Contrary to Costa Rica’s long-held
claim to be one of the forefathers of
turtle conservation, horrifying photographs that have been widely distributed show the legal “harvesting” of turtle nesting sites in Ostional, which is on
the Guanacaste Peninsula of Costa
Rica. Guanacaste is one of the most
important of the very few remaining
sea turtle nesting beaches in the world.
Natives in the photos are shown filling
huge bags with thousands of turtle
eggs as the mother turtles stand by
helplessly. The eggs are taken away for
sale, allegedly as a benefit to the local
economy. Most end up in China or
other overseas black markets where
the price is ten times higher.
The cruelty is obvious, as the egg
removal is done right in front of the
mother turtles who have struggled to
produce their progeny in the first
place. Although sea turtles spend
most of their lives in the ocean, they
must come to land to lay their eggs.
They arduously travel many miles from
feeding grounds to reach their natal
beach. When they come ashore, often
numerous times, they make nests and
deposit the eggs on the dry sand away
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from waves. It is a strenuous task for
the female turtle to pull her heavy
body up high enough on the beach
with only her front flippers, limbs which
are adapted for swimming, not walking
on dry land. She digs a pit in the sand,
then lays her clutch of perhaps as
many as 100 eggs and covers them
carefully with sand. If left unmolested,
she would then bury the pit in order to
disguise the location against predators.
In spite of all this maternal labor and
hardship, people who have been lying
in wait grab up the eggs without
thought. To put it in a human context,
it is akin to someone invading a hospital nursery and snatching up all the
babies. All mothers and society at large
would surely feel grief over such a loss.
According to the Costa Rican
National Parks website, egg collection
is permitted for residents of just one
community and is strictly controlled by
the Costa Rican government. They say
that because the “harvesting” is
restricted to approximately 120 local
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families it has no effect on the total
number of turtle hatchlings. The government claims this is part of a sustainable plan that increases the total number of hatchlings. They further claim
that the locals prevent uncontrolled
poaching of eggs from the refuge, at
the same time improving their own
economic situation.
Part of the justification for this activity from the website of the Ostional
Wildlife Refuge:
“So many turtles
come onto the beach in a short time
span that most of the first nests are
destroyed by later turtles. Therefore,
in 1987, a project was initiated to allow
local people the right to collect and sell
a percentage of the eggs….. This practice is designed to prevent poaching
and to help the local community.”
http://www.costarica-nationalparks.com/ostionalwildliferefuge.html

While it’s true that global warming,
pollution, tourism, development, and
the trapping of sea turtles in fishing
nets have been decimating sea turtle
populations for decades, it’s not true
that “harvesting” of eggs is harmless to
the species. In fact, it could possibly
be the most damaging attack on these
gentle creatures, and poses a very real
danger of species extinction.
Captain Paul Watson, founder of
the Sea Shepherd Conservation
Society, stated: “Costa Rica has the
undeserved reputation of being an
ecologically aware and concerned
nation. Great public relations, but it is
all a fabricated lie.”
He goes on to say, “The fact remains
that despite Costa Rica’s claims to the
contrary, the country is the most notorious shark-finning nation in Central
and South America. The use of pesticides on banana and coffee plantations
kills hundreds of thousands of birds
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annually. And as these pictures illustrate very dramatically, Costa Ricans
loot the eggs from the sea turtles contributing greatly to the diminishment of
these valuable and beautiful creatures.
“Those defending the exploitation of
the eggs argue that these are poor
people just trying to feed their families.
However, the sea turtles here are poor
mothers of a species trying desperately to survive. In a decade, when the
turtles are gone, the ‘poor’ will no
longer be able to plunder what is no
longer there, and the world will be far
poorer with the loss of the turtles.
“Poverty must not be an excuse
or a justification for driving a
species to extinction. What these
people are doing is wrong. I am
sure that the government of Costa
Rica would not stand idly by and
watch the poor walk into banks
and take what they want. Robbing
banks and robbing sea turtles of
their eggs are both crimes, so why
is poverty the justification for one
crime but not the other? Although
legal under Costa Rican law, rob-

bing of the turtles is a crime
against nature and humanity,
with far more significantly negative consequences than the robbing of a bank of some paper currency.
“We can’t constantly point our fingers at global warming as the sole
cause of diminishment of bio-diversity
in the world’s oceans. We humans are
killing our oceans in many diverse ways
and over fishing is the primary cause of
diminishment of bio-diversity.
The
eggs these people are gathering will
not be eaten by them. These eggs will
be shipped to China to enhance China’s
‘food culture.’ ‘Food culture’ is the new
word coined to justify the consumption
of endangered species and implies that
any criticism is akin to racism. Thus,
any accusation of dolphin, whale, or
tuna consumption in Japan, or shark
fin or turtle egg consumption in China,
is now conveniently dismissed as racist
and implies non-tolerance of their ‘food
culture.’”
Visit the Sea Shepherd website
http://www.seashepherd.org.

Positive Action We Can Take:
Americans, or indeed anyone who cares about the sad fate of the sea turtles at the
hands of Costa Ricans, should write to the Costa Rican Ambassador Muni Figueres, in
Washington, DC.
Tell her that you strongly oppose Costa Rica’s immoral sale of sea turtle eggs and
will never again visit Costa Rica or buy Costa Rican products if they do not put a stop
to this cruel trade.
Surely, tourism dollars are more important to Costa Rica than the sale of turtle eggs!
We should lobby the embassy and consulates to make the theft of sea turtle eggs a
crime with strict penalties and rigorous enforcement.
Address and phone numbers:
Embassy of Costa Rica in the U. S. 2114 S Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20008
Phone: 202-234-2945, 202-234-2946, 202-234-8653; Fax: 202-265-4795
E-mail: embassy@costarica-embassy.org; Muni Figueres, ambassador@costarica-embassy.org
Minister Counselor for Environmental and Cultural Affairs,
Anna María Oduber, aoduber@costarica-embassy.org

VEGFAM – NOT OXFAM

Feeding The Hungry
Without Exploiting Animals
VEGFAM helps people overseas by providing funds for self-supporting, sustainable food projects and the provision of safe drinking water.
We fund ethically sound plant-food projects, which do not exploit animals or the
environment: seeds and tools for vegetable growing, fruit and nut tree planting,
irrigation and water wells. Also, emergency feeding in times of crisis.
VEGFAM funded projects are carried out by organisations who are committed to
helping their fellow human beings in practical and sustainable ways - helping people who are often out of reach of the major charities.
http://www.vegfamcharity.org.uk/
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EYE ON THE NEWS
CHIMPANZEES ARE N-O-T PETS HOME GROWN
As if any more evidence on this subject were needed, the recent escape
and endangerment of a chimpanzee in
Kansas City, Missouri, once again
drives home the point that it is both
cruel and foolish to keep wild animals
as pets.
Seizing a rare chance at freedom
from his “owner’s” house, a 300-lb.
chimpanzee ran around the streets,
inciting a bit of unnecessary panic in
the police and citizens alike. Actually,
the primate was in more potential peril
than humans were, as the Police Chief
stated that “Police were ready with
patrol rifles in case the animal became
a danger to people.”
During his half hour of “liberty,” the
chimpanzee broke a patrol car window
(no mention was made if there was
any injury to him). Tranquilizer shots
were not effective, but his owner
eventually caught him in a cage. The
primate was reportedly taken to
Monkey Island, a rescue facility and
sanctuary in Greenwood, Missouri.

ZUCCHINI
RESCUES A
DOG

We certainly hope that this chimpanzee will be allowed to live freely
amongst other primates from now on.
One can only imagine the loneliness he
must have felt, living with humans and
being separated from his own kind.
How would we feel, were we suddenly
held captive in a strange environment,
with only non-humans for company?
Story and photo:
http://www.cnn.com/2010/US/10/19/missouri.chimpanzee/index.html?hpt=T2.

WIN A FREE TOFURKY

SHOPRITE ENLIGHTENED HOLIDAY POLICY
In what we at Wildlife Watch see as truly forward-looking and humane
thinking, ShopRite stores
are offering a free 56 oz.
Tofurky to customers who
purchase $300 worth of
groceries in the period
leading up to Thanksgiving.
Regarding this new policy, Darrel Fina, store director of ShopRite of Kingston,
N.Y., told the Binocular
“ShopRite has long offered
frozen lasagna in holiday
dinner promotions as a
vegetarian option. Adding Tofurky is a way for us to also accommodate
our vegan customers.”
For many years, supermarkets have run a similar promotion whereby meateating customers receive a free turkey or ham in time for the holidays. But
this is the first we’ve heard of a major chain store including the preference of
vegetarians and vegans, as well. We applaud this intelligent innovation, and
urge everyone to take advantage of the offer, and also to thank the manager
in your local ShopRite for participating in it.
As our friend and fellow vegan Susan Gordon put it, “Finally, a major grocery chain is acknowledging vegetarians and vegans! So start saving your
register receipts and enjoy a gentle holiday!”
We can but hope that this signals a new wave in enlightened merchandising
policies, and that other supermarket chains will join the humane bandwagon.
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A Montana woman used an unusual, and happily, non-lethal method of
defending her dogs from a 200pound black bear who turned up on
her porch recently. According to a
Sheriff’s Lieutenant in Frenchtown,
Montana, the homeowner found the
bear menacing one of her dogs
around midnight. Trying to separate
them, she received a bite on the leg
from the bear, so she grabbed the
only “weapon” nearby on the porch:
a large zucchini grown in her own
garden. She threw the heavy vegetable at the bear, hitting him and
frightening him away.
Wildlife officials later tried to locate
the bear. We hope he came to no
further harm, apart from the zucchini-inflicted bruise.
Read the whole story at:
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/ht
ml/localnews/2012976003_bearzucchini24m.html?prmid=obinsite

THROUGH MY LENS
The Speedy Snail
I watched one of our snails climb vertically up a wide
blade of grass. He would
stretch himself and then,
clinging desperately to his
progress, he’d rebalance the
heavy shell on his back with a
mighty heave forward.
I
don’t have a record of what
spring day this was, because
I was preoccupied with trying
to draw a sketch of him. I
failed—the little fella was just too fast for me. Every time
I had something like an outline, his position had already
changed, skewing perspective. The drawing turned out to

BY KAREN SCHUMAKER

be a series of images, depicting motion itself. I was in
awed admiration of this tiny creature’s athleticism. I know
of no human who could scale a sheer vertical face while
carrying his entire worldly house on his back. The US
Postal Service may or may not be slow: to call it “snail
mail” is, to quote Charlotte’s Web, “a terrible case of injustice,” an insult to shelled gastropods everywhere.
By Karen Schumaker, reprinted from her excellent
nature publication, the Newhaven News. NN is a publication of Newhaven Private Wildlife Sanctuary,
founded in 1992, and currently protecting 142.5 forested
acres for the non-human indigenous species. For information, contact Karen Schumaker, POB 217 Deary, ID
83823.

LETTERS TO WILDLIFE WATCH
The Wildlife Watch Hotline brings in calls from all over the Country.
Sometimes when it is impossible to find a rehabber, we offer advice, support,
and, when possible, we follow-up to learn the outcome. Here are some situations where just staying back and observing paid off. Sometimes that’s a hard
one to impress on people, because the instinct of compassionate people is to
immediately go to the rescue of an infant animal.
Hi Anne:
Thank you for your call this evening. Attached
please find photos of the pigeon we discussed.
Whatever you can do to find placement for this
pigeon would be greatly appreciated as we are
unable to keep him.
Before this afternoon’s heavy rains, he was in
much better shape than when we found him (or,
I should say, when he found us) on Friday, as you
can see in the photos which were taken this afternoon before the storm. He does not seem to
know how to survive in the wild at all and did not
seek cover in the heavy rains and was soaked to
the bone as a result.
He is very pretty, does not look like a regular
grey pigeon - he seems to be a fancier variety.
His wings and tail have interesting white markings when his wings are open and he looks beautiful when he flies. I think he is a baby, judging
from his mottled feathers.
As I mentioned on the phone, he is a very
special bird - he prefers to be hand fed and he
likes to “play” after feeding. He actively seeks
the company of people when they are around
and doesn’t hesitate to jump on an available lap
or shoulder.

As of this evening, he is living in a cardboard
box (with plenty of holes) on my terrace. I do
not know how long we can safely keep him in the
box and we are leaving on vacation this
Wednesday so we will need to find placement
before then.
Please see the attached photos and feel free to
forward them.
Thank you in advance for your help,
Carrie

Anne,
Thanks so much for all of the information you
provided! I called Diane Nickerson/Mercer
County, NJ. She told me the signs to look for if
the fawn was distressed (lying on its side, rather
than curled up). We’ve been keeping an eye on
it, and although I haven’t seen the doe in the
yard, I did see a doe across the fence on
Wednesday. We’ve also noted that the fawn
seems to be curled up or running from us, and it
seems the doe is avoiding the daylight hours
(and our dog). We’ll continue to watch the

fawn, more from a distance now, as it appears to
be out of danger. We’re all feeling pretty good
about it now, and it’s great for the kids – the
fawn is using a debris shelter we built last year.
They’re so happy it’s being put to use!
Thanks again! Even with 6 fawns born previously in our yard, what a learning experience this
has been. So glad it wasn’t the fawn’s mother
that was hit by the car.
And thanks for the links. I’ll be following up on
these in the next week.
Sarah P.

Hi again.....God is good. Mommy showed up
and the baby got up and walked to her and is in
the top of the yard and nursing! We are
relieved, ah.
Oh, our yard had baby cardinals recently and
we both had never seen so small a perfect replica of the mommy and daddy.....too cute. and
the wildlife gets better around here.....we just
got three little baby robins this morning in a nest
that is in my wreath out front.....the is the second nest in the same wreath. This time she built
it with mud and sticks, really a great nest.....so
we have birds out front and deer in back.....life
is good.
Thank you again....
Helen & Tom

Based on a rehabber’s evaluation, the pigeon
was released to a safe park where Carrie can keep
a watchful eye out for his well-being. So far, so
good.
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Wildlife
Watch
Hotline
877-WILDHELP

R.O.C.K. Rehabbers Offer Care and Kindness
Wildlife Rehabilitators are aware of the many perils facing individual wild animals in their daily existence. Some
can be avoided by personal steps that we can take - others need to be dealt with through education or lobbying
efforts.
Wildlife rehabilitators are licensed by state game
agencies, yet they are given no other support, and

DON’T ASSUME “IT”
IS “ROADKILL”
BY E.M. FAY
As one of our more numerous wild
neighbors, squirrels are often, sadly,
one of the most frequent casualties of
the speedy driving habits of us humans.
Along with skunks and possums, dead
squirrels by the side of our increasingly
busy roadways are a common sight.
Many, and perhaps most of these
deaths could be avoided if people would
merely slow down a bit, and keep a
watchful eye on the sides of the road for
anyone about to cross. However, even
the most cautious driver may occasionally have no chance to avoid a sudden
darting out by an animal.
While driving around country roads in
upstate New York, I have seen many
near-misses between squirrel and car,
and have been thankful when my own
slower-than-average speed saved the
lives of various animals. One day, as I
saw a squirrel in the path of a car coming in the opposite direction I tried to
flag the driver to slow down, but was
unsuccessful, and the squirrel received
a glancing blow. As he lay in the road,
injured, I knew there were only seconds
before another car would crush him
completely, so I took a chance, put on
my emergency flashers, and got out to
move him to the grassy verge.
The squirrel was definitely injured,
but had enough strength to thrash
about – although he could not walk or
run away. Hoping he could be saved, I
dashed home – luckily I lived close by –
and called the nearest wildlife rehabilitator that I knew: Ellen Kalish, of the
wonderful
wild
bird
sanctuary,
Ravensbeard, in Saugerties.
Although Ellen is a renowned bird
specialist, with considerable experience
rehabilitating raptors, in particular, she
is widely knowledgeable, and she
agreed to keep our little friend to see if
she could do anything for him.

they are not allowed to charge for their “services.”
Sadly, animals often come to the attention of rehabbers
when they are found by people who either don’t want
them near their house or don’t know how to help them.
When the DECs, DNRs or police are called, they normally
recommend killing or letting the animals die; and most
veterinarians cannot take time from their busy schedules.

Wildlife Watch Binocular Assoc. Editor,
Eileen Fay, said, "This so suits the
work that wildlife rehabilitators do: "

If I can stop one heart from breaking,
I shall not live in vain;
If I can ease one life the aching,
Or cool one pain,
Or help one fainting robin
Unto his nest again,
I shall not live in vain.
Emily Dickinson
Ellen determined that the squirrel had
some injury to his mouth, which made it
difficult for him to eat, and perhaps some
other skeletal injuries, but he might recuperate. After a couple of weeks of tender
care and feeding, Mr. Squirrel was sufficiently recovered to be released back into
his old neighborhood. And boy, was he
ready! He had been very unhappy about
being in a cage, even though it was well
set up for his comfort.
With a photographer friend, Ellen
brought her recovered patient to a spot
near where he had been hit. Of course,
we put the cage in a natural area as far
from the roadway as possible, so he
would not rush back into traffic in a
panic after being released. When we
opened the door, he seemed confused at

Get ready, get set….

first, not realizing he could go. But after
a little coaxing, he finally got the message, clambered out and ran off into the
bushes near a stream. We hoped that
he recognized his native area and found
his way home fairly quickly.
Needless to say, we felt good about
the outcome, and could but hope that
he would not get himself into a pickle in
the future.
Anyone witnessing such an incident
as that above should realize that it is
not always hopeless when an animal is
hit by a car. Be observant as you drive,
and if you do see an animal injured,
call your local rehabber immediately to
report it (a list is available at
www.wildwatch.org). If you can do so
without endangering yourself, move
him or her out of the roadway.
As formidable a danger as our automobiles are to wildlife, once in a while,
if we are lucky, we may be able to save
an injured individual. For their own
sakes, and the sake of their dependent
families, it is certainly worth a try.
Please support rehabilitators such as
Ravensbeard. www.ravensbeard.org
Wildlife Watch thanks Eileen Fay,
our Assoc. Editor, Ellen Kalish of
Ravensbeard, and Lynda Keyes photographer!

GO!

Wildlife Watch fields hundreds of calls in the spring and summer. We pass
information to people who are in remote areas of the country without help or
facilities nearby or unattainable at the time they call. We connect them with
rehabilitators who are nearby, and within a certain radius we help to rescue
and transport animals to veterinarians or rehabbers.
Please help this service to grow by contributing to Wildlife Watch.

Join Wildlife Watch
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RESCUING “PEANUT”
STOP – THINK – BEFORE USING LETHAL METHODS
TO REMOVE MICE

BY JEAN SMITH

Our office is located in an old Tudor
house, so we didn’t think too much of it
when we heard some light scratching
sounds behind a bookcase. We’ve had
mice in the building before, so we
weren’t particularly concerned, and a
brief search didn’t turn up anything. So
we went on about our day.
But the next morning, similar scratching sounds were coming from behind a
box tucked under an upholstered chair.
Sadly, we discovered it wasn’t a freeroaming mouse after all. A baby flying
squirrel was hiding under the chair…
with his rear leg mangled in a springsnap mousetrap. The poor little guy was
panicked and in pain, trying to escape
but dragging the trap behind him as he
tried unsuccessfully to burrow farther
under the chair.
Wearing leather gloves, we managed
to lift “Peanut” into a cardboard box,
and carried the box outside before
attempting to pry open the trap and

As the photos of Peanut weren’t clear enough for
publication, we are using an Internet photo of what
this little guy looked like.

release him, in case he bolted. Once he
was free from the spring, we could see
how badly damaged his leg actually
was, and we realized such a young
squirrel was unlikely to survive if we
released him … especially when he
wouldn’t be able to climb trees in a
neighborhood with at least two outdoor
cats prowling about.
So we constructed a small cardboard
hiding place in a corner of the box, pro-

vided some leaves and other nesting
materials along with water and bits of
apple, and placed the box near a warm
radiator while we started searching
online for wildlife rehabilitators nearby.
Fortunately, a network of rescuers came
through quickly, and we were able to
deliver Peanut to an experienced caregiver at the end of the day.
Needless to say, we’re lobbying for
the removal of all poisons and lethal
traps from our building, and we’re passing along recommendations for more
humane alternatives. We’re also keeping local rescuers’ phone numbers
handy … but hope we won’t need to use
them again!
Stefanie Juell contacted Wildlife
Watch’s Hotline 877-WILDHELP
and we were able to provide the names
of wildlife rehabbers in her area.
Peanut was taken in by local rehabber
Loraine Izzo Mignardi
from
Bronxville, NY.

NON-LETHAL MOUSE CONTROL

BY ANNE MULLER

The editor of the Wildlife Watch
Binocular has firsthand experience
with the efficacy and superiority of
non-lethal methods of mouse control.
It does take diligence, however, but it’s
well worth the challenge.
FIRST AND FOREMOST, get rid of all
food attractants. Keep sugar in wellsealed containers, do not leave empty
or half-full soda cans, crumbs from
breads and cakes , etc. around. Wash
dishes, don’t leave them in the sink,
and keep foods refrigerated and not
left in pots and pans on the stove.
We’ve all been guilty of that, but it’s
imperative to do this when you’re trying not to attract mice.
Getting Prepped
Buy two types of plug-ins: electromagnetic and ultrasonic. One is to
drive mice out from behind walls and
above ceilings, the other is to affect
the ones that are in the living space.
Both types will be disturbing to the little guys so that they will WANT TO
LEAVE.
Additionally, buy a bunch of live
traps (@ $3 to $4 at Lowe’s or any

local hardware store), find a cheap
brand of peanut butter (creamy I hear
is better than chunky), and set them
down in the basement of the building
near openings. Plug up those openings with medium coarse steel wool
and tape over the hole or crevice to be
sure to secure the filling. Do the same
on higher floors, and fill every little
hole and crack in closets and cabinets,
along baseboards, etc. CHECK TRAPS
DAILY and refresh the peanut butter.
Often it’s the same mouse that you
keep seeing over and over. Two mice
can look a lot alike because, well, they
all look alike.
Releasing the Mice
When you release the mice, do so in
the same location, so that family members can reunite. Find a nice spot for
the mice, somewhere where there’s
some running water, hiding places,
buildings not too nearby, and about a
mile from where you caught them.
It took about a month, but we finally won the battle, and it hasn’t
recurred this year yet.
If you use poisons, the mice will
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crawl into the walls and die a painful
death. In addition to perhaps having a
bad conscience, you will have to live
with the odor of the decomposing bodies for months or even a year. That in
addition to the possibility of poisoning
other animals who may feed on the poisoned mouse.

LET'S GO WILDLIFE WATCHING
WHITEFISH POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY – BIRDING IN PARADISE
BY HAZEL FREEMAN
Whitefish Point Bird Observatory
(WPBO) located in Paradise, Michigan
ranks among the most significant avian
sites in North America. Due to the Point’s
geographic location and shape, it’s an
important migration corridor for the
Great Lakes Region. From the months of
March through June, and August
through November, impressive numbers
of migrants stop over in this area. During
their annual migrations, thousands of
birds are funneled to this narrow point
where land and water meet.
With their main focus on migration
the Observatory has been monitoring
and documenting the annual migrations of hundreds of species of birds for
over 30 years. Recognized globally as
an Important Bird Area (IBA), the
Observatory’s mission is to document
the distribution and abundance of birds
in the Great Lakes Region. The status
and movements of bird populations are
assessed and the information utilized
to further bird migration research as
well as help to educate the public
about bird conservation and environmental awareness.
The Observatory offers a variety of
education programs throughout the
changing seasons including bird walks,

slide presentations, owl programs, bird
ID classes, and special workshops. The
WPBO celebrates the annual bird
migration each year with its Spring
Fling, held the last weekend of April.
This is a great weekend event for
novice and experienced birders alike to
immerse themselves in bird walks, field
trips, workshops and a banquet where
you’ll meet lots of other fellow birders.
For those who would like a more
hands-on birding experience the
Observatory offers the Birding
Michigan Field Trip series. Participants
get to experience some of Michigan’s
hottest birding spots at peak season.
These small focused groups led by
experienced birders are a great way to

Wildlife Viewing Areas
Wildlife Watching is a growing trend
with presently 71 million participants.
That’s 31% of the population. Wildlife
Watchers spend 45.7 billion dollars
with 7.5 billion spent on food and lodging! If Wildlife Watching were ONE
business, it would rank among the top
50 businesses in the country. Why
don’t YOU become a WILDLIFE
WATCHER? Start by visiting one of the
best websites we’ve found:
http://www.wildlifeviewingareas.com
Wildlife
Watch
friends, Merle and
Vicki Wilson of IA
designed and built
this lovely personal
pet cemetery on
their property. We
thought it would
give our animalloving readers ideas
for their own.
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thoroughly enjoy birding while improving your birding skills.
The Observatory is located directly
across the parking lot from the amazing Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum,
which houses, among other fascinating
displays, that of the Edmund
Fitzgerald.
Photo by Hazel Freeman at:
Whitefish Point Bird Observatory
www.wpbo.org
-----------------------Hazel Freeman is a freelance writer
from Ohio. With a life-long love of
nature and the out-of-doors her writing
reflects her deep passion, respect, and
concern for the natural world in which
we live.

DOGS DECODEDA DVD TO KNOW
ABOUT
Dogs
have
been domesticated for longer
than any other
animal on the
planet,
and
humans have
developed
a
unique relationship with these
furry friends.
We treat our
pets like a part of the family, and
feel that they can understand us in
a way other animals can’t. Now,
new research is revealing what dog
lovers have suspected all along:
Dogs have an uncanny ability to
read and respond to human emotions. Humans, in turn, respond to
dogs with the same hormone
responsible for bonding mothers to
their babies. How did this incredible
relationship between humans and
dogs come to be? And how can
dogs, so closely related to fearsome wild wolves, behave so differently?
This DVD features subtitles in
English.
Thank you to Sandy Baker for
bringing this to our attention. We
welcome your review for the next
issue of the Binocular.

Wildlife Watch
PO Box 562,
New Paltz, NY 12561

REMEMBERING OLIVIA
NEED HELP FOR
INJURED OR
ORPHANED WILDLIFE?
CALL THE WILDLIFE
WATCH HOTLINE!
1-877-WILDHELP
(1-877-945-3435)
Wildlife Watch maintains
current lists of wildlife
rehabilitators around the
country. Our hotline helps
us to help hundreds of people and animals annually.
Please help us by becoming a
Wildlife Watch member for
$25 annually and please
make an additional contribution for the R.O.C.K. Project
that will be put into a fund
and used to help a rehabber
help wild animals. R.O.C.K.
Project funds will be distributed upon request at our discretion up to the amount
available.
You can contribute by PayPal
by clicking here

Martha Sullivan rescued Olivia
the kangaroo (see Binocular article in
Spring 2009 issue):
Martha wrote then:
We visited the Center in midJanuary, 2009. Earlier in the Fall, we
had solicited donations and purchased
“Olivia,” a kangaroo, from a petting
zoo owner in Upstate New York who
was closing down and auctioning off all
his animals to the highest bidder. No
screening of prospective owners for
suitability, no trying to find the best
possible homes for the animals – this
auction was only about maximizing
profits. Olivia was destined for a roadside zoo, for a lifetime of unnatural
confinement and isolation. Her entire
six years of life had already been spent
that way. She deserved so much better.

After much research, Martha found
out about the Kangaroo
Conservation Center. She wrote:
If you’re a kangaroo and you’re not
living in the wilds of your native
Australia, hopefully you’re at least
lounging in the resort-like accommodations of the Kangaroo Conservation
Center
at
Dawsonville,
GA.
www.kangaroocenter.com .
In a recent follow-up with Martha,
we learned that Olivia passed away
right before Christmas last year.
Martha wrote: It’s a sad story. Olivia
passed away right before Christmas
last year. She was at the kangaroo
sanctuary for just over a year. They
said that it’s not unusual with wild animals who are first kept as pets, then
later made ‘wild’ again. They did an
autopsy but found nothing conclusive.
They said that her 6 years of an unnatural diet (parrot food and cheesepeanut butter crackers) could account
for a lot. The readjustment is just too
hard. ‘Failure to thrive’ was the diagnosis.
We were heartsick.
We
worked so hard to find a good place for
her and we just wanted her to have a
happy life. I wanted to contact her
former owner (‘Grandpa Bob’) and tell
him she died, but I never did. I wanted him to feel guilty. She was only
7 years old.
---------------------Wildlife Watch would like to thank Martha Sullivan
for all that she did to help Olivia enjoy her final year.

www.wildwatch.org/join/contrib.htm

 Contribute by phone with a
credit card. 845-256-1400
 Contribute by mail:
Wildlife Watch, P.O. Box
562, New Paltz, NY 12561

Olivia rolling over and over to show Martha and Diane
how happy she was that she was there and could just
be a kangaroo. It was her way of saying "Good-bye,
my friends, thank you for getting me here."
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Here is Olivia being a free kangaroo in her last year.

