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MARINE CEMETERY

MARINE WOES
The world’s first Marine Cemetery at Kozhikode in Kerala, India is making a

compelling statement on the state of the marine life of the country and the
world.

Did you know that the amount of plastic we have generated on earth is actu-
ally enough to create a walkway to another planet? Well as startling as it sounds,
this is true and what is disheartening is that water and plastic pollution along
with overexploitation and climate change have caused the extinction of 15
marine species and threatens the lives of 700 more currently. 

CONSERVATION CUES
World Wildlife Conservation Day is celebrated in 4th December every year and

this year the southern state of Kerala opened the world's first Marine Cemetery.
Made out of single-use plastic bottles the cemetery is located at Beypore beach,
Kozhikode. Built by Jellyfish Watersports and Beypore Port department, the effort

WORLD’S FIRST
MARINE CEMETERY

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY BINDU GOPAL RAO
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CORONAVIRUS

CORONAVIRUS, YOUR
FURRY COMPANIONS,

AND WILDLIFE!
LETS KEEP EVERYONE

SAFE!
BY LILY WOLF

We are all doing our part to help oth-
ers stay healthy – but does that include
others’ companion animals as well? In
these jarring quarantine times, social
distancing and isolation can really
make one go a bit stir-crazy. Those of
us with companion animals are quite
lucky. Our little friends are delighted
that suddenly their humans don’t have
to come and go all the time, leaving
them for hours to go to their mysteri-
ous outside-world jobs.  In return, we
get to revel in their sweet affections
and adorable antics.  Of course, we can
cuddle on the couch while we read or
Skype our friends, but they only have
us. [BTW, if we only have one dog or
cat, we might want to consider adopt-
ing another now that we realize how
important companionship is. For me,
as much as I love animals, I would not
want to be the only one of my own
species forever.]

EYE ON THE NEWS

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it:

 J
C 

G
el

lid
on

 f
ro

m
 u

ns
pa

sh
.c

om



2

Continued from page 1

MARINE CEMETERY

has been driven by climate activist Aakash Ranison. The
idea behind this place is that it aims to spread awareness
about the devastating effects of single-use plastic, urban
and industrial pollution and overfishing. Aakash Ranison, cli-
mate activist says “This Marine Cemetery is built to jolt
mankind, to make them realize the blunder they have done.
Parallelly we want to educate them about the fact that flora
and fauna in and around our rivers and oceans are on red
alert and let them know it is time to take steps towards
course-correction.” Incidentally more that 50 percent of
beach litter is plastic waste. This Cemetery pays respect to
eight critically endangered marine species as well as the
endemic freshwater fish, Miss Kerala (Sahyadria denisonii).
The marine species representing their endangered marine
family includes Seahorse (Hippocampus), Parrotfish
(Scariidae), Leatherback turtles (Dermochelys coriacea),
Eagle Rays (Aetomylaeus vespertilio), Sawfish (Pristidae),
Dugong (Dugongidae), Zebra shark (Stegostoma fasciatum)
and Hammerhead shark (Sphyrnidae). S. Sambasiva Rao,
District Collector, Kozhikode, opined, “the marine cemetery
is a reminder of the destruction that we are bringing upon
our planet in the name of convenience and this initiative is
part of the Clean Beach Mission to spread awareness about
the effects of single-use plastic. We also want for Kozhikode
to become a sustainable travel destination.”

PRESERVATION MATTERS
Jellyfish Watersports, a local organization has been com-

bining recreational water activities with spreading aware-
ness about plastic pollution for the last six years. Over 100
paddlers cleaned the Chaliyar River while paddling a 68 km
stretch and pledged to give up one single-use plastic use.
Over 80 people collected about 800 kilograms of garbage
from Beypore Beach and over 200 people participated
online and pledged to give up a single-use plastic with the
aim to create healthier ecosystems. The team chose the
Beypore beach as the place to set up this Cemetery, since
this is where the Chaliyar River merges into the sea. Thanks
to the Beypore Port department and Clean Beach Mission,
District Administration, Kozhikode, for it was their support
that made sure the team got all the approvals and managed
to open the gates to this cemetery on the World Wildlife
Conservation Day. 

NO TO PLASTIC
The organization’s philosophy Paddle to Preserve believes

that you preserve only what you love and paddling is a way
to build a strong connection with water bodies. Between
August and November 2019, they initiated the drive to col-
lect garbage in Chaliyar River Paddle and joined hands with
Aakash Ranison a climate activist and involved paddlers and
locals to clean the Beypore beach. The team has worked to
encourage people to pledge to discard one single-use plas-
tic from their lives as a start. After the devastating floods in
Kerala August 2018, Kaushiq Kodithodi, founder Jellyfish
Watersports was kayaking in the Chaliyar River and was
horrified to see the volume of plastic in the surrounding
areas. 

“We, humans, are digging the graves for these marine
species, literally. We have used and abused single-use plas-
tic creating havoc in our water bodies and rapidly pushing
marine life towards mass extinction. So we thought let us
show people exactly what they are doing, by creating an
installation that acts as a constant reminder,” says Kaushiq.
The team wants people to stop and reflect on the damage
that we all have done. At the same time, they want to drive
people to take action, to reject single-use plastic. The team
is encouraging people to pledge to discard at least one sin-
gle-use plastic item from their everyday lives. “Over 500
people have joined hands in this fight against plastic pollu-
tion. Let us all pledge to reject plastic, and let us all start
doing it now because our marine species have been waiting
for us to wake up from our slumber," signs off Kaushiq. With
an aim to spread awareness about the devastating effects
of single-use plastic, urban and industrial pollution, and
overfishing, the Marine Cemetery is open to the public and
there are no tickets for entry.

Website: www.themarinecemetery.com 
------------------------

Bindu Gopal Rao is a freelance writer and photographer
based in Bangalore in India.  This is her second article in the
Wildlife Watch Binocular.  Wildlife protection is close to her
heart. She is particularly interested in conservation and
rehabilitation of wild animals. Her work is documented on
Instagram: @bindugopalrao and her webpage:
www.bindugopalrao.com
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CORONAVIRUS

When Covid first started making
headlines, the general consensus was
that cats and dogs could not contract
COVID-19. But later, the first American
case of a companion pet diagnosed
with COVID-19 was discovered.

A sweet pug in North Carolina,
Winston, was living with his four-per-
son family, three of whom contracted
the virus as well.  A story appeared on
www.wbur.com that said, “One may
assume Winston got sick because pugs
are known for having respiratory issues
due to their short snouts, but Winston’s
family also owns another pug and a cat
— who both tested negative.”   

Then, according to the same source,
two companion cats who had been liv-
ing with a Covid-19 positive human
also became Covid-19 positive.  

After that, eight tigers and lions at
the Bronx Zoo also tested Covid-19
positive.  Their zookeeper was Covid-
19 positive!  

The question that’s still unanswered
is whether humans  can get the virus
from Covid-19 positive companion ani-
mals. 

According to a CNN report,  Dr.
Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top
infectious disease specialist, said
in a press briefing last week that
“there is no evidence whatsoever

that we’ve seen, from an epidemi-
ological standpoint, that pets can
be transmitters within the house-
hold.”

Currently, the CDC reports here 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/pets.html :

CDC is aware of a small number of
pets worldwide, including cats and
dogs, reported to be infected with the
virus that causes COVID-19, mostly
after close contact with people with
COVID-19.

Based on the limited informa-
tion available to date, the risk of
animals spreading COVID-19 to
people is considered to be low.

It appears that the virus that causes
COVID-19 can spread from people to
animals in some situations.

Treat pets as you would other
human family members – do not
let pets interact with people or
animals outside the household. If
a person inside the household
becomes sick, isolate that person
from everyone else, including
pets.

This is a rapidly evolving situation
and information will be updated as it
becomes available.

In a CNN article, William Schaffner, a
professor of preventative medicine and
infectious disease at Vanderbilt
University School of Medicine in
Nashville, said that it is extremely rare
for a virus to jump from an animal to a

human.” However, Schaffner also
asserted that “it would be a good
idea for people who are sick to
social distance themselves from
their pets, as well as their family
members.” This is tragic news for
anyone with companion animals, but
loving them means keeping them safe.

And, what about wild animals?
The CDC website states, “Because
wildlife can carry other diseases,
even without looking sick, it is
always important to enjoy wildlife
from a distance.”  Because of the
chance of transmission between
wildlife and humans, and the fact that
still so little is known, we should be
avoiding contact with animals in
nature, not only are we protecting our-
selves, but we are protecting them as
well.   

Show your love for your companion
animals and wildlife by securing their
health – everyday!

By the way, CNN ends their article
with this uplifting note: “Winston is
also doing well. He is getting lots of
walks, and enjoying following his fami-
ly around the house to keep an eye on
what they’re doing.” 

Here are some websites to visit for
more information.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/pets.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html#COVID-19-and-Animals
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/28/us/coronavirus-us-pug-wellness-trnd/index.html
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2020/04/30/pets-coronavirus
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/02/health/cats-dogs-ferrets-coronavirus-wellness/index.html

EYE ON THE NEWS
LET’S MAKE EVERY DAY “WORLD TURTLE DAY”!

For the last 20 years, on May 23, turtle lovers
everywhere have emerged to honor these shelled
reptiles that have roamed the Earth for more than
200 million years. The over 350 known species of
turtles alive today are found on every continent,
except Antarctica. But despite their wide dis-
tribution, most turtles are endangered due
to loss of habitat, illegal wildlife trade, and
hunting and fishing. World Turtle Day aims to
change that by raising awareness about their
plight and encouraging conservation efforts. 

Visit this website and find out how you can
help. 

https://www.tortoise.com/ 
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One night I had a dream that some-
one called to me, “There are otters at
the bottom of the garden!”. In my
dream there was a small wetland in
the back yard, below an embank-
ment, and as I looked down I saw an
otter looking up at me while her cubs
played around her. I was about to
experiment with a “loose” form of oil
painting, anyway, and it seemed to
me that the image from my dream
would make a good subject. I was
sort of aiming for the effect of images
I remember seeing in my favourite
children’s books, cheerful and bright
but not anthropomorphic or terribly
inaccurate. I have battled more than
one children’s literature editor about
kids’ illustrations; in my view there is
no need to “cartoonize” pictures of
animals; certainly when I was very lit-
tle I most loved, for example, the
realistic Walter A. Weber paintings in
National Geographic magazine, and
the colourful but realistic images of
other early to mid-20th century
wildlife painters.

Also known as the Northern, North
American, American, or Common
Otter (there are thirteen otter
species, world wide, with one, the dis-
similar Sea Otter, also found in North
America) River Otters were once
found in nearly every river drainage,
wetland and coastal region in North
America except desert areas and tree-
less tundra. But their fur has been
greatly valued, and trapping, plus
urban sprawl, toxic waste and other

anthropogenic challenges have
reduced or eliminated them from
many regions. Their wide distribu-
tion and the implementation of well-
regulated fur trapping saved them
from the fate of other species, sever-
al being endangered, and they are
not only still with us, but it is my sub-
jective impression that as fur markets
apparently decline, they are increas-
ing in numbers. While there are no
otters, or wetlands, at the bottom of
my garden they have taken up resi-
dence just a short walk from my
home, here in suburban Ontario.

Otters, who are active year-round,
are famous for their playfulness, and
are fast, skilled underwater swimmers
able to stay submerged for up to
about four minutes. They are con-
summate predators of aquatic organ-

isms and may dine on birds or mam-
mals but particularly specialize on
fish, amphibians, snakes and turtles,
crayfish, mussels and other inverte-
brates and hunt in fresh, brackish or
salt water. The River Otter descend-
ed from an ancestral Eurasian species
that crossed the Bering land bridge
perhaps more than a million years
ago. This species was, until recently,
placed in the same genus, Lutra, as
some of the Eurasian species, and
that is the name you’ll see in all but
the newest references, Lutra
canadensis.

Fun weird fact: River Otters have
asymmetrical lungs…two lobes on
one side, three on the other.

River Otters males may mate with
several females (polygynous).
Females delay implantation for 8
months or more, thus may not give
birth until as long as a year after mat-
ing, with the usual litter size being
one to three kits, but can reach five,
each weighing around five ounces at
birth. The painting is approximately
20 /x 16 inches, in oils on the tex-
tured side of acid-free compressed
hardboard (Masonite). I’ve included a
small portrait in acrylics of the same
species, done in 1997. It sold but I
seem to recall it was about 9 X 12
inches on smooth Masonite. 

------------------------
Barry Kent MacKay, Bird Artist,

Illustrator, Studio: 
http://www.barrykentmackay.ca, 
mimus@sympatico.ca

A DREAM PAINTED IN OIL 
By Barry Kent MacKay

DON’T WORRY, 
HE’S VEGAN!

No matter how ferocious he looks, the borealopelta is a vegan, and like-
ly a gentle soul.  His remains were found in 2017, but just hit the news
causing us to do a bit of research.  The particular individual found is about
18 feet long and weighs 2,500 lb. and even his stomach contents were
intact.  It consisted of chewed ferns, stems and twigs.
https://newatlas.com/science/dinosaur-stomach-contents-borealopelta-markmitchelli/

Photo © Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology

EYE ON THE NEWS

© Barry Kent MacKay
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AS LIFE MOVES ON, OUR HEARTS TURN BACK TO BELOVED SOULS --
FOLLOWING UP ON THE BIG CATS FOURTEEN

YEARS AFTER THE CATSKILL GAME FARM RESCUE
BY ANNE MULLER

When the Catskill Game Farm shut
down and auctioned off their animals
in 2006, Wildlife Watch played a vital
role in one of the largest animal res-
cues of its type. So many animals
were rescued through bidding at the
auction.  Wildlife Watch befriended
one of the caretakers who provided
us with invaluable information about
the large cats and the African lions
who were not included in the auction.
We raised thousands of dollars, and
found sanctuary at the Wildcat
Sanctuary in Sandstone, MN. 

Over the many years, we’ve
reached out to the sanctuary for
updates.  The two previous updates
were published in 2007, a year after
their arrival.  You will see it here:
http://wildwatch.org/wp/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2017/07/Fall_2007.pdf
(See page 1.)  The second update
was seven years after their arrival:
http://wildwatch.org/wp/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2017/11/Winter_2013_I
ssue.pdf (See page 4.)    

Now, fourteen years later, we
reached out again to Tammy Theis,
Founder and Executive Director of the
Wildcat Sanctuary in Sandstone, MN.
Tammy reported the following:

“Shanti Deva (the female African
Lion who was named by Libra Max) is
the Queen of the Sanctuary, but in
her mid 20’s her time is limited. You
can watch a special video of her here:
https://www.facebook.com/wildcatsanctuary/videos/588344098480299/

She has arthritis and a bit of
dementia but has lived a long and ful-
filling life. Our donors LOVE her and
she means so much to us and all of
them. Since her pride (Aslan and
Asha) both passed away of old age,
she has chosen not to accept other
lions. As alpha of her pride, I feel
like she has told us she worked man-
aging the pride for so long, that now
she needs to rest. She lives along-
side a male lion Chupino, who is also
in his 20’s. He was rescued from a
zoo in Argentina. He is smitten with
her but she is neutral back. 

Leopard Shazam is the only other
cat still with us from Catskill. He has
always been true to being a leopard
but has a very special bond with his
caretaker Elyse. She has worked
with him through behavioral training
to calmly enter a transport crate and
accept a hand injection. As he ages,
he needs more vet care and we want

that to be as unstressful as possible.
She discovered a small lump on his
backside earlier this year and a biop-
sy confirmed cancer. We were able to
remove the entire tumor during sur-
gery and he recovered well. Without
their close relationship, it would have
been difficult to diagnose or even see
this marbled size fast growing cancer.”

SHANTI DEVASHANTI DEVA SHAZAMSHAZAM
PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE WILDCAT SANCTARY.

I wrote to Tammy: 
Thanks so much, Tammy!
I’m so happy that you’re there with them. Did I ever tell you the story

of Shazam? According to the woman who worked at the Catskill Game
Farm, and alerted me to the African lions, Shazam’s love, a female black
leopard, was killed in their enclosure when a heavy log fell on her. The
woman said that his grief was so extreme that he became inconsolable and
hostile to the world. I was always hoping that with you he would have found
a new leopard friend, or even another species. Life is so heartbreaking at
times. Please stay well and your amazing work continues to inspire every-
one!

Tammy responded: 
“I was aware of his sad background. We've only had one other leopard and

those two have very different personalities. Shadow doesn't like other cats
at all.  Shazam did bond to a Jaguar through a shared wall as well as a white
tiger. But neither were the same size to be able to do a full merger.

Cougars Mia, Matty and Max all passed away in their mid teens – which
is young for cougars. They all passed away of renal disease which we sadly
think was genetic. They each passed a few years apart.

Taking care of the Catskill Cats has been an honor. They are so much a
part of our feline family. Having cats move on to their new wildlife life is
the hardest thing we face as rescuers. But we also find peace that they are
finally free and no longer have to live life behind a fence.”

All of their stories and memorials are published on our website.
https://www.wildcatsanctuary.org/resident/

Live posts of the cats (including Shanti Deva and Shazam) can be found
on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/wildcatsanctuary

Here are some links to their stories:
https://www.wildcatsanctuary.org/white-tiger-black-leopard-friends/
https://www.wildcatsanctuary.org/resident/shazam/ 
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A totally awesome wildlife rehabilitator is
Annie Mardiney.  We’ve written about Annie
before, but Annie’s ability to help wild birds is
growing every day.

Annie has many more flight cages than she did
years ago.  She also has plans for even more.

Her amazing, mountain location is perfect for
releases.  You can see some of them on her FB
page with its many videos.

The costs of doing this work are huge, so
please support Annie’s work.  Anything will help.
Checks can be made out to Wild Mountain Birds
and mailed to P.O. Box 65, Rosendale, NY 12472.
She doesn’t have a 501(C)3 now, but will soon.
https://www.facebook.com/Wild-mountain-birds-969196813146445/ 

This photo was taken by a caller to
our hotline who was seeking help for
the baby who was clinging to her
deceased mother.  It is one of the
most moving photos we’ve ever seen.

With baby season upon us, and
Covid-19 keeping people home and
exploring the outside, our hotline has
been ringing off the hook. 

Finding a rehabilitator for raccoons,
even babies, is extremely difficult as
most rehabbers are overloaded as
you can imagine.  Compounding the
problem is that the DEC makes it very
difficult with restrictions, and no mon-
etary allowance for rescues, medical
and feeding supplies, cleaning sup-
plies, and enclosures that need to be
constructed.  It’s only a true love of
wildlife that keeps rehabbers rehab-
bing, and they have our utmost

respect.  In fact, we at Wildlife Watch
are in awe of their magnanimous
work!

Yet, this photo brought an immedi-
ate response, and the baby was given
quick help thanks to the caller who
transported him.  

There were two theories about
what could have happened to the
mother: She died of distemper or she
died of poisoning.  In either case, the
baby may have drunk her milk while
she was still alive and would have also
been affected.  Sadly, the baby
passed within two days, but he was
loved and cared for until the end by
wildlife rehabilitators who will never
forget him.  We hope he is reunited
with his mother in a better place. 

A.M.

R.O.C.K. - 
Rehabbers Offer Care and Kindness

ANNIE MARDINEY 
AND WILD MOUNTAIN BIRDS

The Wildlife Watch Hotline – 877-WILDHELP
receives hundreds of calls every year from across the
country, and a few from Canada.  Police departments,
conservation agencies, SPCAs, veterinary offices, and fed-
eral, state, and municipal offices have referred callers to

Wildlife Watch for help. 
Your contribution to Wildlife Watch will help us

to expand our volunteer service by allowing us to
cover phones 24/7 and update our lists as new
wildlife rehabilitators come on the scene.

Heartbreaking!
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WILDLIFE WATCH
NEEDS YOU!

Wildlife Watch needs your help more
than ever to continue providing our vital
wildlife hotline service to the public. We
receive calls from across the country, and
occasionally from Canada, from people
needing help with injured and orphaned
wildlife. Our easy to remember number
877WILDHELP is recommended by vet-
erinary offices, SPCAs, and law enforce-
ment agencies. Additionally, we publish
the Wildlife Watch Binocular to
inform the public about environmental
impacts on wild animals, to highlight
people who help them, to  promote
wildlife watching, and to engender
understanding that all animals are indi-
viduals deserving of kinder treatment.

Will you help our work?
Y E S

http://wildwatch.org/join/contrib.htm

The Wildlife Watch Binocular 
is published quarterly by Wildlife

Watch Inc., a 501(c)3 Corp.
P.O. Box 562, New Paltz, NY 12561

Phone: 845-256-1400, 
e-mail: wildwatch@verizon.net
Website: www.wildwatch.org 

Anne Muller, Editor
We welcome letters/articles/photos 

for consideration.
Contributions are tax-deductible.

ATTENDING THE 
HUDSON RIVER EAGLEFEST

BY KIRSTEN PHILIPPIDES

Croton Point Park 
https://www.teatown.org/events/eaglefest/

Attending the Eaglefest, which takes
place early February every year, has by
now become a traditional event much
looked forward to in our family.

If you do not have a car, it is quite
easy to get there by The Hudson Line
train from Grand Central Station. The
ticket to Croton Harmon costs about
$20 per adult and $15 per senior
roundtrip. When you arrive in Croton
Harmon, wait for a yellow shuttle bus
which will take you gratis back and
forth to the site near the river. The
entrance costs $25 per person, no dis-
counts for seniors. 

This Eaglefest is one of the few
places  where one can observe
these amazing raptors up close.
The animals are all chosen
because they were rescued and
brought back to life from a certain
death and due to injuries are no
longer capable of taking care of
themselves.  

In these days with the environment
being threatened it is important to sup-
port this excellent organization which
has contributed much to celebrate the
return of the bald eagles to this majes-
tic river. 

There are bald  eagles, hawks, pere-
grine falcons and four  different vari-
eties of owls, and the bird trainers do
their best to regale the audience with
surprising stories about these birds of
prey, or raptors, as they are also called.
Did you know for example that bald
eagles nest for life?    

At this time of year, outside in the
treetops the majestic birds sit patiently
on their eggs, painstakingly taking
turns to sit on the eggs, or supply food
to the spouse when the eggs have
hatched. 

Surprising facts emerge: did you
know that peregrine  falcons fly at a
speed of over 200 mph? They will fly
high up in the air and when they spot
an animal, they zoom down at a furi-
ous speed to take the prey. Another
fact is that adult birds will eat 2 ½ oz.
of meat per day.   Another fact is that
owls have amazing eyesight and hear-
ing, and can turn their heads 260
degrees. 

Bird walks take place throughout the
day, and the  majestic Hudson river is
nearby for us to see, reminding us that
we must all be stewards of nature, of
its wild animals, large and small. 

A day well-spent and good for the
body and soul, and don’t forget your
cell phone or camera to take plenty of
photos.

------------------------
Kirsten Vibe Philippides is a

reporter and NYC edi-
tor for the Danish
Pioneer newspaper.
She enjoys writing
about her frequent
travels, which include
her wildlife watching
experences.

This eagle was injured by a hunter and now lives at Lowry Zoo in Tampa.  
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For information about how to create a backyard sanctuary for wild animals 
visit https://www.teatown.org/backyard-wildlife-sanctuary-part-3/
For participating in Teatown’s programs visit: www.teatown.org
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Wildlife Watch
PO Box 562,  
New Paltz, NY 12561

NEED HELP FOR
INJURED OR

ORPHANED WILDLIFE?
CALL THE WILDLIFE
WATCH HOTLINE!
1-877-WILDHEL(P)
(1-877-945-3435)

Wildlife Watch maintains
current lists of wildlife
rehabilitators around the
country.   Our hotline helps
us to help hundreds of peo-
ple and animals annually.
Please help us by becoming a
Wildlife Watch member for
$25 annually and please
make an additional contribu-
tion for the R.O.C.K. Project
that will be put into a fund
and used to help a rehabber
help wild animals.  R.O.C.K.
Project funds will be distrib-
uted  at our discretion up to
the amount available. 
You can contribute by PayPal
by clicking here
www.wildwatch.org/join/contrib.htm
 Contribute by phone with a
credit card. 845-256-1400
 Contribute by mail:
Wildlife Watch, P.O. Box
562, New Paltz, NY 12561

IN LOVING MEMORY OF BEE 
(9/2003 – 4/28/2020)

A WARNING TO PEOPLE
WHO GO TO 

VETERINARIANS DURING
THE PANDEMIC

BY ANNE MULLER, EDITOR OF THE WILDLIFE WATCH BINOCULAR

If you’ve taken your companion animal to a
veterinarian during the pandemic, you know
that veterinarians are not allowing their
human family inside. That can, and in my case
has resulted in being given instructions loose-
ly in the parking lot that, if not clearly under-
stood, or if not given at all, can result in injury
or death of your beloved companion

When there is no in-person contact with
patients’ families, new protocols need to be
implemented. When giving a product as
potent as insulin to a family member to
administer, the first step is to demonstrate
with a diagram, zoom, or in person, just how

to measure a unit on the syringe they’ll be using.
What should have been the beginning of a new medical program for Bee

turned into a nightmare for which I will never forgive myself or the veterinary
office.

I understand that veterinary visits are being done in an unprecedented
way, and that the protocols have not yet been worked out, but I implore
everyone, vets, staff, and human companions of patients to be crystal clear
about dosages and techniques for helping their companion animals.
Veterinary offices should not assume anything.  They need to give clear
instructions using detailed diagrams or photos, even in the parking lot.

My boy didn’t deserve to die, I didn’t deserve to have not been shown the
correct dosage and to live forever with the guilt of having killed my boy with
an insulin overdose. I was the person he trusted most in the world.
Compounding the tragedy, BeeBee misses his brother terribly and has been
grieving for him, as have I.

I can only pray that this helps someone else. The veterinarian said they will
be changing their procedures based on what happened.

To help our work, 
please donate here.

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=8525841
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